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souND: Heavy rainee.e 
MUSIC: Fading... 
ANNOUNCER 
For centuries, farmers throughout the world have wrestled with 
taco problem of how bo cultivate sloping land. The Chinese and 
Japanese have long grown rice upon the stairstep hillsides that 
Beco upNerG Tron bac rivers. Hae ancient: Incas carried on 
EMeite arming with a fervor that bordered on Peaatieien- The 
Soeiememm pene verraces in tie Colea Valley of Pern form one 
Senne moses claborate and lasting Systems of agriculture which 
MiTOmy GecOras,, But im the Ohio Valley Sone ou Strip Croppans 
iiomemersed as one Of the most popullar and eifective methods of 
iA TS LOLs asricultural Land, Strip cropping in this valley 
was begun more than 40 years ago in the hilly Tri-State area 
peounc Wiceling, West Virginia, and this practice has been 
modernized to fit either horse-drawn or motor-mechanized farm 
Mmacmnery of today. 
miSsiC: Fadings.. 

ANNOUNCER 
Saowo farimine® in the United States had a unique bégsinning. 16 
PReEWOUb. Of MECeESSity, amd it appeared, as if by acéident, an 
Seenerens parts of the country at the same time. In 189, a 
miencie im Marshall county, West Virginia, was studying his 
mie Vk Wal ti his: brother. «.« 
FARMER 
What are we going to do about that field, John? It's beginning 
to wear out. Guess we'll have to buy more feed for the cattle, 
Or rent some more land. Maybe Harrison will rent part of that 


east slope, 
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BROTHER 
He might--but are you sure we want it? Harrison was telling me 
just the other day that he was having trouble with that east 
Bone ine oliics om that slope are setting bigger and bigger. 
FARMER 
Just like they are on our place. There ought to be some way to 
meQumuaan Washing, Welve got to have corn, and we've gov bo 
nave Day, but every time we plow up that meadow for corn the 
Pw Ss 26 Dipsor and it’s hard to stop them. 
BROTHER 
Wiemsrsuee Ene trubh. But you've noticed, haven't you, that as 
Homeeas we've £O0u.a good sod on the field, it don't wash any. 
Hooks like we ought to work out...say! Are you thinkin! what 
itm thinkin! ? 
PARMER 
MOM Aa sa eyocesslGCt's gO Over there! 
MiatCs: Padingee. 
BROTHER 
ieomesce*  jhook there. I started to plow this field the other day, 
Pie bas Pain Stopped mes You sec what's happened? 
FARMER 
Weta tit be... just like you said, the plowed part has washed, 
but the meadow hasntt washed a bit. 
BROTHER 
But look! The soil that washed from the plowed field has been 


caught here by the meadow! 





=4= 
FARMER 
By George! Maybe that's the answer. Instead of plowing the whole 
Miepc merous break 2t up Into strips. Put meadow strips in 
Benweenm Lhe Strips of corn. 
BROTHER 
Ana then next year switch 'em about, so that the corn and meadow 
ecm Wal! change places. «e 
MUSIC: Fadingeece 
ANNOUNCER 
imisneta one Larmer try out strip cropping. He found that it 
goamrolled Soll erosion, that it was convenient because Lt was 
Cwaeio comLour Of Lhe land, thab it enriched his soil by pro- 
meme 2 Crop rotation, Not long afterward, in the kitchen of 
a small farm home in the semi-mountainous Tri-State ALCAeee 
OietiC: Padinge.. 
SouUND: Clattering of dishes. Woman can be singing. 
MOTHER 
porow Fell your Paw dinner's ready! 
SARAH (yelling out door) 
Few ~Dimner ! 
FATHER (shouting from outdoors) 
MaeeusaG } Comin!’ right int 
sOUNID: Moving chairs, low conversation... 
FATHER 
Mmm...-..eethat food smells good. I'm powerful hungry. Son, how 
Gad the plowin! go? 


i. ; A; 
a hag 





SON lh 
Neicemoson vec) J nad TO jpleow am some Of those @deepest gullies, 
Coulemeh eG across "em. 
FATHER 
ene Om eC MSO CeeO in Udle Memb Tiel). Wiaaiy yercacis) siuiet@) Wwe 
Pom Cn AODMEOO Wel ash soil vamde ysiclemeds tO) keep tide 
soil from washing. 
SON 
Paes lo. Wor domi ht we leave a jolece Ol (Soc ackwoss 
Picmemolcl was working this) abternoon, too, it might stop tne 
gutters. 
MOTHER 
Micronic Old your am yesterday. We've gob to do Sseumethime 
Ceo icc TOPS Oll Will joe washed awa. 
PATHER 
(JiteawemEont be all right. Bun Grandpaw never Farmed that way. 
MGmincon!t iow whab my Dather would say. Buu i'm willing toe 
ee Mie MNCO LMCI Oy. SOM. ) MOU Can Leave 2 Stiekp Ol) (sieaisis) see 
FOULS o6 

MisrC; KadinGese 
ANNOUNCER 
Some strip cropping began as a convenience, rather than to con- 
uo eGOS HOM. Make une case Of Herbert HH. Nerf, of Belmont 
Soin OMWO. HS FS MOIGS so | 
NEFF 
About 1918 I tried to do some tractor farming, out I found that 
the short fields were hard to cultivate, with fences at each end, 
so I had several of the up-and-down hill fences removed, making 
Pak wOreNOur itelds Od the cConkour into ©ne. I noticed immedi= 
ately that this arrangement reduced erosion, so we rearranged the 


farm into strips as soon as we could. 
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MUSIC: Fadingece 
ANNOUNCER 
Soe..one more farmer chanced on to a system of farming that--with 
certain improvements--has now been widely adopted. And here's 
wane Jones of the Soil Conservation Service. Ewing, what's the 
faites News On Contour strip cropping. 
JONES 
ais acest , ; 8 bhat fermers Cooperatans 
Pino NSorvace are Strip cropping more than a million acres. 
Mek noptce, LL limited the figure to farmers cooperating with 
imo. .COOPSCTAbIng Larmers who are helping us demonstrate 
strip cropping to others. No one knows how many additional 
Mueeuomas Gf acres have been Strip cropped by other farmers—= 
omic. r own, We only know it is a lot--you see strip cropping 
eV Sy ulaenae? 
ANNOUNCER 
Pmerynecre 1S a Lot of places. iI guess you mean everywhere in 
pate Onto Valley. 
JONES 
eee wae Ohio Valley and in elmost every other part of the 
natione 
ANNOUNCER 
PIeewMGdersbanad if, Strip cropping 1s a way of farming steep 
Pinte Vou wouldn't need to strip crop on the gently sloping 
peoreus ands of Lllinois or the billowy wheat lands of Kangas 


and Nebraska, would you? 
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JONES 

5 yO Have another guess Comme vhere, 
Pie mcse CONG emis Seb Gerry Herris, Of tie One Stare 
University into this. I want you--and our listeners--to hear 
WIC corrmse sm bOusavie) Mondas Gusty Come in ieem a two thousand 
(Pima OU Westie How Moout ib, Gerry? (See any Strip croppime 
out there? 
FERRIS 
WSS. jodlerahenes 
JONES 
Smeuee so-called “Tiatlands” or in the hills? 
PERRIS 
ipo. Kwame, isaw some on the gently rolling hills in Missouri 
EGO On maka ber Load im the plalms states. Of course taerets 
MOoCeomnerreacims oul thab way, Terracing works better on ‘smoother 
ifan@eane where the soil 1s deeper. 
JONES 
Mow ySicc), 5 S ClomTEe wainite tO) kerr ALOOn imc elamaiaetaml 
DROOL Strip Cropping is based on a primciple=<the contour 
Peineciple——im Otaer words, cultivation across the slope, at right 
angles--instead of up and down hill. 
ANNOUNCER 


I see, 
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JONES 
And most of our land, whether in Nebraska or Pennsylvania has a 
slope-=maybe steep, maybe gentle. Especially here in the Ohio 
(teenie SO Oe 1S Siocon wus likely DO be Sort. | Amd at 
le weEcemuncsn SkeMinue: Shope ais Mulcedin tO |e) a ome vome. iin 
tcmurma more area tO Cabeh the rainiell, you often have more 
mccain -wOni a OM Bcnike SiLOMe Team Oil A eSsueco Omer 
Buia vowuner Om Senble, or stuceo Slopes=—strip cropping wail slow 
CoOnitiuwme eake OF chat rum=ott ¢ 
ANNOUNCER 
MGs McG TSHOnea Lae waver Mb would reduce erosion, “Bub just 
hem dors ty pul brakes On water? 
JONES 
cerry Owe TSinieio) (CreOoolNe., fhacnenms plant uheir row Croms, tei 
smal @eains, aud their meadows in bands or Strips across the 
imecMCl Neneh ame wes! FO tae SlOpe=—Or, as we Say, aroumd The 
joie 
ANNOUNCER 
Cmnvine Weomueurg | 
JONES 
Peele ail Tne plowime and enluivating is dome acrose ite 
woe Me Lat Evicry furrow, and every Shovel mark, becemes) a 
ies den GO bean racmahallil, 
ANNOUNCER 


But what if you have real heavy rains--or a cloudburst? 
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By oe 
JONES 
Hic wien cae ISiieios GO tnelm best work, Contour cultivavion 
cukoimle wou c laeoieh yell: tae water oma fteld curins a heavy mann. 
PMC muNuaAG COCs) Pull GOW OU Om. a OW (CRO) Suri Mas) vo 6 
MOM MCAOOW SiGireip Ora Strip Cf close-srowing small geieadm), 
iin CHNenel OCHO. 9 idem jeu ean imagine what happens. 9 Every 
DIG VOW Scass Or wheat vacus like a dam and holds a few droos 
Omieimc cen uAC MeO Se KieOwames WeGo rain Om SoroaGs OUl wine) Welueten 
And when you can slow down run-off and keep water from concen- 
inated Leech NOMS VOU Can IMS BOM preveny CrOsmomr. 
ie meinem COOMocA bre Wika WS Mave Seem wae Wwalue Of cine jorre= 
MMC Mm SoOme MinnC sh)  OuNCOMescn Dey I Weme Relwetamh FO, Clamse Tro 
COAvVOUE Sibel Cropping. bull Omee they made the change, many of 
MPeonimecaime IAC tO Sey iMey weambed the job oF planning whelr farms 
Sone wai Over——So 2S) bO make the Strips marrower. 
ANNOUNCER 
PeCcausc MearmoOwern Strips apen more soil and water: ilismatt Unat 
Peli VO Caml COUN On Learners TO PeCcOsmize a Sood) manms 
Wem tcy sce it. Weill me, do otmer farmers outside your 
Gomomstration areas take Up Strip cropoing after they see it in 
Operation? 
JONES 
MieVesOre CO. Buu Let Gerry Ferris) tell you what has hapoened 
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FERRIS 

etehioms mud Oko Marte talchMs |wO)  Siuicip ‘crlopplme),, ali righty You see, 
MoM ORM OOMccienZel MOM i oCiay ec (© Olle MNCS MOG Ol MWS WO ma wine 
Puen MOM GlcinemcureyaNOm larces Maem aulis Up vO tide Stave Hx enisnom 
pervice to carry the soil conservation methods demonstrated out 
momeOwMicn GH anamews) im al direevions. Well, there was such a demand 
Pwommnctenecrs, wor elo that we Mad to make arrangements to ail acm 
PA aoe Op oOuIMa  TinoirOvdme” whee meadows ——and “ali tlie © ular 

SOMMnC OM Serge LOI OIeac UCC Sis 

ANNOUNCER 

TMAB NG sae alae 

PERALS 
emetic eunvinic Oil (Comserviainl On Soryuce) TO mane a) Soli) comserya= 
tionist available to us--full-time--to help meet the growing 
MMI Om CMe S HS) il VOMmOn  Hetms) eem  WOrlamcn ti Ore moOiee) |v laetal wal 
year now--planning demonstration ieneinis | id oO 2 0 Cakisikeriomitr 
Couimewcs. Welve made Wo a map showins ali tine counties where 
Strip cropping has been adopted--and the state makes a good 
sowing. tn Jefferson county every township bad at Least one 
foam wUsiag Shirip Cropping last year. 

ANNOUNCER 

You spoke of demonstration farms--just what do you mean? 

BARRIS 
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Temes Tm tle Suate., But Less than 2,000 farms have been planned 
for complete soil conservation=--so we want to scatter the demon- 
strations out over the state where everyone can see and study 


them. 
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JONES 
Hine apeead of erosion-control methods has been compared to a 
COM) Simowoewl il. e Me POMCLGS sUONS eee! 


and size as it goes. Everywhere=-the farmers who work the land, 
city people also--because they own farmland, too--are beginning 
GO wealige that SOll wastage must SUtOp. 

Mgemon lets answer a few questions that have come in through 
the mail. 

ANNOUNCER 

Here's one from Guernsey, Ohio. This farmers writes: "The 
imscaravas River 1S changing Lts course, destroying valuable 
farmlands, What can be done about it"? What can, Ewing? 

JONES 

Well. a2 farmer can usually control streambank crosion on small 
Secs, but harnessing a river ordinarily will require cemmunity 
Coo@eerauLoOm, Wl send this farmer a handbook on streambenk 
PeOuccuLtonm, Thar outlines Some of the methods we have found to 
Pp omeCeCeo sian) in he wants Stail more antormatbiion, L suecest 
Mime MSG iine SO CoOmservavion Service Office al Mus. Vernon, 
BMiGdaEMic omic ers there wilh be elead to help him, I'm sures 
ANNOUNCER 

And here's a question from Falmouth, Kentucky. "I am interested 
in a mountain farm in Hastern Kentucky. The owner wishes to use 
Soil @enserving methods. At present, because of isolation from 
MiewebS, ieee atbvention 1S Siven to farm forests and pasture, 
MGs COrm and Other cultivated crops is in great demand, 
PHescemiy. MO Silope is too Steep FO cultivate, for, as the 
PHonecers, these farmers have too many problems of the present to 
think mach of the future. Is there any answer, other than 


resettlement?" 
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JONES 
Wioweme Hebron Sey nC Mniaw Se) wien Cues wanOm., Itc iike se 
PiVvinne waa Mone tO Fue Tm Mex Sanuirday, because our broadcast 
Me OCC AN SIO, Ow Gmeneneris sida wile) lua country Onn Menmesisee, 
Piece OCMC Minn OMS. aiec Ime eummNe) Meir MIP OMleimls\. 
ANNOUNCER 
Pie SeCOne VEaaig ayaa Oia. 
JONES 
NOMA sic 2 maine , ~ i POIweSOG CaS wlawIVs - 
ANNOUNCER 
JN JOWULILS weal ian s Wronselateheys\ 4 
ita momen neice Ss ea) mew bulletin Cm wae topoie tor tile Gai 
LSeemoeroporme for Soil Conservataon." 
ANNOUNCER 
Puro eroppine for Sol Conservation." Lt seems to be written 
in popular language. 
JONES 
feo c tom) HecChmieal.y Cyen it it Goes Contain Wo—bO-—dealke 
Por ormabtOn On the subject. You know where copies may be obtained. 
ANNOUNCER 
PCO i Ol Mave any Culesboms Concerniine (‘Soa i Comsicrvwaln Om. er 
Pie OMMCmmM<e C@my Om) Ele OU erama Om Stet Cropp lms.) Warabe we 
Sema omMseieva uaom, Dean corm. Olio. 

MUDiC: PFading.s.. 

SOUND: Thunder, followed by rain... 
ANNOUNCER 


Gams wws vam Ccducacvonal presemtabion of the Nation's Station, 
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